King Lear Act III Questions

Scene 1 

1.   What secret happenings in the kingdom does Kent tell the Gentleman? 

2.   For what purpose does Kent present the Gentleman with a gift?   Why would Cordelia

      recognize it, and treat its bearer with respect? 

Scene 2 
1.   What does Lear call upon the storm to do? 

2.   What makes Lear follow Kent towards a shelter from the storm? 

3.  “I am a man more sinn’d against than sinning.” – How true is this for Lear from what we have seen so far.

 Scene 3 
1.   What has the Duke of Cornwall forbidden Gloucester from doing?

2.   What other secrets does Gloucester reveal to Edmund?   What does Edmund reveal he
      will do with the information? 
Scene 4 
1.   A pathetic fallacy is a literary device where an author embodies an idea or emotion

      (some human trait) in a non-living entity (like a storm, or desert, etc).   In what way

      does Shakespeare use pathetic fallacy in his depiction of the storm?
2.   What is Lear realizing, as he’s standing outside the hovel, still beaten by the storm,

      in regards to being a better ruler?
3.   Who is already hiding in the hovel?   What does this “new” character claimed to

      be chased by?   Any truth to his story? 
4.   What does Lear believe is the cause of this newest addition to the company’s

      problems?

Scene 5
1.    What two rewards has Edmund’s betrayal of his father’s letter netted him? 
Scene 6 
1.    Where has Gloucester sheltered the King?
2.    What “play” does Lear enact (along with Edgar and the Fool) in his madness? 
3.   What does Edgar mean in his aside, that his tears “mar my counterfeiting”? 
4.   How does Lear reward Edgar (or “Tom” in this case) for his assistance in the

      mock trial of his daughters? 
5.   Why does Gloucester instruct the group to pick up the sleeping King? 
      What awaits them in Dover?


Scene 7 
1.   What new turn of events has happened in the kingdom?   What of the former

      King?   
2.   What punishment do the sisters recommend for Gloucester, and his act of treason

       for siding with Lear against them?   How does Regan humiliate him, once he’s 

       caught? 
3.    Where’s Edmund headed?   Why is he asked to leave?

4.   What reason does Gloucester give for why he has aided Lear? 
5.   Why is Gloucester maimed, rather than killed? 
6.   How is the news Regan reveals to Gloucester ironic, given his new condition? 
